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First Arts Scholarships Awarded
Young musicians recognized for their talent and 
dedication

The Monroe Arts Alliance is happy to announce its first Arts Scholar-
ship awardees.
The first-ever scholarship has been awarded to Peter Soukup, for ad-
vanced study in violin with Adam DeGraff, professional violinist, lead-
er of the popular “Pianafiddle” ensemble, and instructor in Lewisburg, 
WV.  Peter, age 12, has been studying with Mr. DeGraff and others for 
five years and has become an accomplished player and performer. He is 
a member of the Roanoke Youth Orchestra and attends an Orchestra 
Camp in Virginia every year. Peter applied for the scholarship “to help 
me mature as a violinist and expand my musical experience from exclu-
sively classical to a more broad perspective.”
Peter has performed at the Monroe Arts Alliance Holiday Concert in 
December for the last two years, and has given concerts at Carnegie 
Hall, local nursing homes, his church and other venues. He is the son 
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Peter Soukup will continue study with Adam 
DeGraff this year.

passion,” said Judith Bair, director. “We look forward to many years of 
pleasure from his performances.”
The second and third scholarship awards were given to brothers Nicholas 
and Harrison Norton for the study of fiddle and mandolin, respectively. 
Nick, 11, and Harrison, 9, began their studies with Chance McCoy. When 
McCoy moved from Greenville to Bland, Va., the boys’ parents, Jennifer 
and Nathaniel Norton of Lindside, WV, searched for another instructor 
of his quality, and found Anna Roberts-Gevalt, from Eggleston, Va, who 
performs with McCoy’s band. They were instrumental in bringing Anna to 
Monroe County to teach what has grown to be a group of 9 young people 
at the Norton’s studio. Anna is an accomplished fiddler, guitarist, banjo and 
mandolin player and has received many awards for her playing and interest 
in old time mountain music and bluegrass. 
Nicholas told the Arts Alliance “I picked the fiddle because I wanted a 
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of Mark and Ann Soukup of 
Gap Mills. “The Arts Alliance 
is pleased and proud to be able 
to support this very talented 
young man in pursuit of his 

Harrison and Nicholas Norton are 
first-year students of old-time mountain 
music.

Leah Trent
in Concert

Sunday, October 3rd
3:00 PM

Ames Clair Hall
Union, WV

A presentation of Carnegie on the Road, in partnership with 
the Monroe Arts Alliance. Funded in part by WV Division of 

Culture and History and the Hollowell Foundation.

Don’t Miss It!
FREE ADMISSION

Leah Trent performs traditional Celtic and 
Appalachian music for the harp.
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The Board has completed revision of the Monroe Arts Alliance 
By-Laws to accommodate new standing committees and the hir-
ing of a director. We accepted with deep regret the resignation of 
Evelyn Hansbarger, who has been with the organization since its 
inception, with a brief hiatus in 2003. Evelyn has been a vital part 
of the spirit and growth of the Arts Alliance and will be sorely 
missed.
The standing committees of the Arts Alliance are:
Programming, with responsibilities to develop and carry out an 
annual calendar of events, programs, and initiatives; Fund Raising, 
which will set goals for identification and strategies for cultiva-
tion of donors; and Board Development, with responsibilities for 
recruiting and nominating new members, defining Board compo-
sition; preparing a slate of officers, and cultivating non-members 
as potential candidates.
Other committees of the Board are the Youth Art Show Commit-
tee and the Membership Committee. We are in the process of 
creating an Emeritus Board of past Board members, and a Youth 
Board, to involve young people in the workings of non-profit arts 
organizations and to have input from them about our program-
ming. We are constantly seeking volunteers and members to assist 

Board Notes

CHANGE OF SCHEDULE
the board of Directors meets monthly on

3RD SUNDAYS, 3 pm
meetings are currently held at 

Monroe County Public Library , Union, WV

The Monroe Arts Alliance is a member-driven 501C3 
organization dedicated to the promotion and support of 
the arts and culture in Monroe County and the sur-
rounding area. Your support is welcome.

The Monroe Arts Alliance is committed to a policy of equal op-
portunity/affirmative action for all qualified persons and does not 
discriminate in any employment practice, education program or 
cultural activity on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, 
disability, age, religion or any other basis prohibited by West 
Virginia or federal nondiscrimination laws.

All activities offered by the Monroe Arts Alliance are held in 
accessible locations. Accommodations for individuals with a dis-
ability are available upon request. Please contact the Monroe Arts 
Alliance at 304-772-4568.

The Monroe Arts Alliance has 
awarded a $500 scholarship to 
Hayla Mann of Union, WV, 
to continue study in the arts at 
the college or university of her 
choice
Mann, who graduated from 
James Monroe High School in 
May, has been accepted to West 
Virginia Wesleyan College, and 
began classes August 20th. The 
scholarship award was prompt-
ed by Mann’s high school art 
teacher, Lucy Taylor, who ap-
plied to the Arts Alliance Mini-
Grant Program on behalf of her 
long-time student. She cited not 
only Hayla’s talent in the visual 
arts but “her willingness to take 
on any project, her innovative 

MONROE ARTS ALLIANCE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

 Name ____________________________________________________________________

 Address __________________________________________________________________

 Phone ____________________        E-mail Address _______________________________

PLEASE CIRCLE ONE:  Individual $15; Family $25; Fan  $50; Star  $100; Contributor $300; Sponsor $500; 
Patron $1,000 and above.

Amount  enclosed: $________________
Donors at the Star level ($100) and above will have their names included in performance programs. Please indicate how you would like your 
name(s) to appear: _____________________________________________________ 

The Monroe Arts  Alliance is a 501C-3 non-profit organization. All membership contributions are fully deductible. 

Annual Giving Levels
Individual    $15
Family   $25
Fan    $50
Star    $100
Contributor   $300
Sponsor   $500
Patron  $1,000 and above

Join the Monroe Arts Alliance and 
Support Our Talented Community
Memberships are an essential part of the Arts Alliance’s ability to 
fund arts activities and events each year. We currently have more than 
100 members who contribute both time and money to ensure our suc-
cess. This year, our members at the Star level and above have increased 
by over 50 percent, and total giving has increased by 30 percent. New 
member benefits are in the planning stages. Join us now!
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way of thinking and her dependability and 
trustworthiness.”
Mann, who also received a Dean’s Schol-
arship from Wesleyan, hopes to pursue 
both the visual arts and dance at college. 

She studied dance with Julie 
Bryan of Union for eight years 
and also at Trillium in Lewisburg, 
WV, and would like someday to 
open her own studio in Monroe 
County. She is also exploring a 
career in art therapy, but “it’s early 
to say for sure. I definitely plan on 
coming back to Monroe County,” 
Mann says. “I love it here.” 
The senior scholarship award in 
the arts is open to students of 
music, visual arts or creative writ-
ing, but must be requested by a 
teacher or mentor of the student. 
Awards are made based on the 
quality of the application and 
funds available. Find more infor-
mation and application forms at 
www.monroeartsalliance.org, or 
call 304-772-4568.

FEATURED ARTIST:  Hayla Mann

Victoria Cameron presents Hayla with a $500 
certificate for college study in the arts.

us in all these efforts. Please consider joining us to keep 
the Arts Alliance thriving.

It was the Board’s pleasure to instate two new Board 
members at our August meeting: Dale McCutcheon, 
whom many know as a photographer, contractor and 
Health Department employee; and Erika Thomas, mother 
of three who recently accepted a position with DHHR in 
Union. Erika and her husband Alan live in Greenville and 
have opened the Silver Birch Gallery and Coffeehouse on 
Main Street in Union.

From left: Erika Thomas, Genevieve Gillen, Dale McCutcheon, 
Victoria Cameron and Nan Bowman.
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Arts Alliance Open House 
Scores a Hit

On a warm and sunny afternoon in June, 
about 50 people convened at Cook’s Mill 
in Greenville for the Monroe Arts Alli-
ance Open House. It was an opportunity to 
learn  more about MAA programs as well 
as to congratulate the first Arts Scholarship 
Program awardees, enjoy a tasty array of 
refreshments, and appreciate the beauty and 
comfort of the mill’s park-like setting.
MAA President Victoria Cameron made 
the case for all those who are passionate 
about the arts to become involved with the 
Arts Alliance as members, volunteers and 
Board members. Judith Bair discussed the 
on-going programs of the Arts Alliance, 
including the Youth Art Show in March, 
the Arts Scholarship Program and the mini-
grant program which supports local groups 
and individuals in presenting arts-related 
activities.
Highlighting the afternoon were perfor-
mances by Peter Soukup on violin, Harrison 
and Nicholas Norton on mandolin and 
fiddle, and other students of Anna Roberts- 
Gevalt, instructor in the Arts Scholarship 
Program. 
Special thanks to MAA members Barbara 
and Fred Zeigler for making the site avail-
able to the Arts Alliance and providing 
their care and assistance. Thanks also to the 
Greenville Community Center for providing 
tables and chairs for the event.

MAA president Victoria Cameron chats with Brenda and Cora 
Foster, who have become members of the Arts Alliance. In the 
background, Barbara Zeigler helps serve refreshments to Mark 
and Anne Soukup and Linda Paley.

The young musicians who performed , some for the first time in public, 
had an enthusiastic audience. L to R: Peter Soukup, Remington Reece, 
Harrison and Nicholas Norton, Katrina and Elijah Garlitz.

“Block Party” Assists Quilt 
Trail Project

Judith Bair, director of the Monroe Arts Alliance, 
hosted a “Block Party” at her home on Saturday, 
August 7, 2010, to paint one of the quilt squares 
that will be featured on the Quilt Trail being created 
by Monroe Tourism, the West Virginia Extension 
Office and other community groups.

The design, called “Union”, was selected from 
among a dozen quilt blocks provided by the 
Moutain Heritage Quilters Guild that reflect Mon-
roe County’s rural heritage.  The quilt blocks will be 
displayed on barns and other buildings throughout 
the county as a means of leading tourists and visi-
tors to travel some of our scenic by-ways and back-
ways.

The Quilt Trail is scheduled to open October 1, 
2010, with a full color brochure and map that will 
detail each design and its creators. 

Hard at work on that warm Saturday in August 
were Cathy Abernathy, business and community 
liaison with Americorps, MAA Board member Nan 
Bowman, and quilters Beth Covington and Debbie 
Weikle. Refreshments were served at the end of the 
day, and everyone felt gratified to have accomplished 
their goal.

Piecing together the four 4’ 
x 4’ panels that comprise 
the quilt block, the painters 
take a well-deserved break 
at the end of the day. L to 
R: Cathy Abernathy, Beth 
Covington, Nan Bowman 
and Debbie Weikle.

Debbie Weikle and Beth Covington get to work on the purple 
and green color scheme. Materials were provided through a 
grant from the WV Extension Office.

Nan Bowman puts the finishing touches on one of 
the panels.

Nick Norton 
played his 
newest piece, 
“Simple Gifts,” 
a classic moun-
tain melody.

Peter Soukup’s encore, “Shenandoah”  was enjoyed by his 
mother, Anne Soukup, Richard McRoberts, Suzy Henricks, 
Delpha Wright and Jerry Stevens, among many others. 



Wednesday, September 15  Ba Rea Booksigning and Demonstration
 6:30 - 7:30 pm, Silver Birch Gallery, Main Street, Union. Ba   
 Rea will read from her new children’s book and give a monarch  
 butterfly demonstration. Especially for children. FREE
Wednesday, September 15  “Authors and Illustrators”
 7:30 pm. Silver Birch Gallery, Main Street, Union. All experi-  
 enced and budding authors and illustrators in the area are invited  
 to a social hour and information exchange. FREE
Saturday, September 25 Autumn Harvest Festival Art Show
 Entries must be received by 9:00 am on Saturday. Artists are   
 invited to enter two works in graphic, watercolor or oil   
 media.  Children in grades 4-12 may enter through the schools  
 or bring work independently. Judging will begin at 9:30 am.  
 Sponsored by Wednesday Artists . Call 304-772-3584   
 for details. 
Sunday, October 3  Leah Trent In Concert
 3:00 pm Ames Clair Hall. Leah Trent is a professional harp-  
 ist from Lewisburg, WV. This event is part of Carnegie Hall’s   
 “On the Road” series and is co-sponsored by the Monroe Arts   
 Alliance. FREE . A reception following the concert will be held  
 at the Silver Birch Gallery, Main Street, Union. 304-772-4568
Sunday, October 17  Fran Belin in Concert
 3:00 pm. Carnegie Hall, Lewisburg. Celebrating Chopin’s 200th  
 anniversary on the occasion of her 74th birthday, Fran Belin of  
 Greenville will perform a concert of his music on piano. A once- 
 in-a-lifetime opportunity. Tickets at the door: $13; students: $7.
Sunday, December 5 Monroe Arts Alliance HOLIDAY CONCERT
 3:00 PM United Methodist Church, Union. Program to be   
 announced. Mark your calendars for our annual concert   
 and carol sing. Reception to follow.

To list your arts-related event for the period January through May 2011, 
e-mail info@monroeartsalliance.org, or call 304-772-4568. Listings must 
be received by December 15.  Listings are free on a first-come first-
served basis.
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SEPTEMBER ~ DECEMBER

Third Annual “Photograph  
Monroe County” Awards

Over 120 entries were on display at the Opening 
Reception and Awards Ceremony of the “Photograph 
Monroe County” Competition and Exhibit held on 
Friday, June 4, 2010. 
This year many special, sponsored awards were featured, 
in addition to the first, second and third place awards 
in the categories Landscape, People and Action, Flora 
and Fauna.
The entries were judged by Greg Johnson, photogra-
pher, who also sponsored the “Best of Show” award 
which went to Jennifer Norton of Greenville for “Rest”.
The Jim and Louise Kilcollin Awards for Best Barn 
and Best Building photos were sponsored by Dr. Mark 
Kilcollin in memory of his parents and went to Kathi 
Hoffman of Greenville.
The Marion Shiflet Award for creative use of photogra-
phy was spnsored by Joan Menard to thank Mr. Shiflet 
for use of the Monroe Motors building for the exhibit. 
It went to Dale McCutcheon for his photo “The Old 
Country Store.”
The Indian Creek Watershed sponsored an award for 
the photograph that best showed the importance and 
beauty of our water, which went to Toby Garlitz for 
“Crawdad Dreams.”
An award to the most promising photographer in 
memory of Virginia Campbell was sponsored by her 
daughter Helen Graves, and went to Robert Wrzosek 
for “Noble Scout.”
The Tourism Purchase Awards were given to Toby 
Garlitz’s “Fiddlin’ in the Breeze,” and Gaye Forren’s 
“Memories from Childhood.”
Other winners were:
Landscape: 1st Place, Jennifer Norton, “Spring in 
Lindside;” 2nd Place, Patty Faulkner, “Reflection of 

Days Past;” 3rd Place, Robin Wright, “Greenville 
Farm.”
People and Action: 1st Place, Emma Baker, “Country 
Boy;” 2nd Place, Jennifer Norton, “Sack Race;” 3rd 
Place, Amanda Reece, “Good Day.”
Floral: 1st Place, Mary Dameron, “Determination;” 
2nd Place Dale McCutcheon, “Leaves;” 3rd Place, 
Toby Garlitz, “Summer at the Mill”.
Fauna: 1st Place, Tonia Fullen, “A Pleasant Valley 
Evening;” 2nd Place, Carrie Moran, “Young Bucklings 
Test Eachother;” 3rd Place, Jennifer Norton, “Waiting 
for Spring, Rock Camp.”
The Monroe Arts Alliance was proud to sponsor 1st 
Place prizes in the categories of Landscape and People 

Scholarships (continued from page 1)

challenge, I wanted to find the sounds and 
notes by myself...When I play the fiddle, I feel 
like nothing else matters except having fun 
with my music.”
Harrison chose the mandolin “because it 
sounds like the birds humming in the morn-
ing. This Christmas my brother and I played a 
concert for the family. We played 9 songs and 
got to show everyone how much we’ve learned 
and how much fun we are having.”
“It will be exciting to see these young men 
progress in their skills and become part of a 
musical community,” Bair commented. “The 
Nortons are to be commended for putting this 
opportunity together for so many students.”
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ARTISTS  AT  THE 
MONROE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY

September  Judith Bair
October            Annabel Rothe
November             Joan Menard
December        Kenny Bostic

Arts Scholarship Program
Do you  have a talent you would like to develop? 
Are you interested in teaching in your area of 
the arts? The Arts Scholarship Program can pro-
vide help in covering the costs of private or group 
instruction in creative writing, music, theatre, the 
visual arts, fine crafts or dance. 
We have enlisted some of the finest artists and 
artisans  in the area as instructors, including Fran 
Belin, piano; Adam DeGraff, violin; Anna Roberts-
Gevalt, fiddle, banjo, mandolin and guitar; Marianne 
Deaver, acrylic painting; Michael Christie, oil paint-
ing; Jeanne Brenneman, watercolor; Belinda Ander-
son, creative writing.  Other instructors are being 
recruited in the areas of dance, fine crafts (including 
fiber arts, quilting, woodworking, metal, pottery and 
more); and theatre arts. The Arts Alliance hopes 
to partner with Trillium Performing Arts and the 
Greenbrier Valley Theatre to provide instructional 
and performing opportunities for Monroe County 
students.
We are seeking instructors in voice, all musical 
instruments,  and all musical styles. Students of any 
age or skill level can apply independently or through 
a registered instructor. Please visit our Web site for 
forms and information, or call us at 304-772-4568. 
This initiative has the potential of bringing together 
a vital and talented community of artists .

 Get involved!

Jennifer Norton accepts the 
“Best ofShow” Award from 
Greg Johnson, judge. Jennifer 
was the big winner, with 
four awards. Below, her Best 
of Show, “Rest”.

Robert Wrzosek accepts the 
Virginia Campbell Award  
for most promising photog-
rapher from Helen Graves, 
Virginia’s daughter and 
director of Monroe Toursim.

Emma Baker 
won First Place 
in the People and 
Action category 
with this shot 
titled “Country 
Boy.


